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© ' GALAT. vi. 9, | 10. ps - 
| q 
And let us not be weary in well-doing 25 


for in due ſeaſon We Hall reap, TY 


we faint not, 
3 206 Sgt: therefore oppor opportunity, tas 
ood unto all men, eſpecially 
bY 2 alben: of th W 8 


8 n 5 
_ ritable deſign, to relieve the Widows | 


and Children of Difſenting Mini- 
fers, * hitherto encou and ſupported hy 
chearful liberality, I t, I could nor 


ſerve the of our preſent meeting, 
than by a diſcourſe on the exerciſe of compaſſion 
and mercy ; it being a diſpoſition the molt a- 
miable in itſelf, greatly beneficial in its cobſe» 


quences, and effential to the charadter, * 9 


E. | 

uk this view 1 have clidin the A 
exhortation at the cloſe of his letter to a : 
Aan, which bs Typ ce ch 175 
are peculiarl u law tt 
e 99 4 do all the kind, che. = 
table, and good offices we « car, "re 7 


; u them woo are o "the Haubold of forthe —- 


(205 
to our reſpective abilities, and opportunities, 
And leſt any ſhould think this pd_opportunies 
and trifling ; or what was laid out to ſo good a 

purpoſe would be thrown away and loſt, he 
4 by way of encouragement, that it nee 
turn to a very good account, and an unfainting 
perſeverance herein be abundantly rewatded : 
For in due 1 ng ze ſhall reap, if 2 faint not. 

reer * * 
der theſe three things. 


I. The natute and extent of he A: 
preſſed in the gth verſe by well-dbing, WA in 
the roth, by doing good unto all men, eſpecially un- 


I. Thereaonablenelh and ee of thi 
remper and practice. 55110 


III. The order abqut the wanne ate time of 
doing 95 1» 


1. Of the nature 9551 extent =, the * Lit 
us do good unto all men, Sealy unto them 4obo 
are of the houſhold of faith. 3 
Doing good, in the general notion of it, ſigni- 
fies every action, whereby we can be uſefu] and 
beneficial to others ; and comprehends in jt be- 
nevolence, and good will to all men; and a 
pleaſure in every inſtance of the ha ppineſß of 
-athers, together with a defite to help all in <1- 
fre, as we haye ** and opportunity for it. 
This 


(3) 
This benevolent, diſpoſition ſtands oppoſed to a 


narrow contracted ſtate of the mind, that whol- 
ly centers in itſelf, diſregards both the happineſs, 
and miſeries of every one elſe, and entirely ſe- 
parates his enjoyments and intereſts ace * 
reſt of mankind. 

It is alſo directly contrary to an envious, ma- 
licious, and miſchievous temper, which either 
cauſes, or delights in the calamities and diſtreſſes 
of others, as makes them the ſubje& of they 
moſt cruel jeſts, and railery. 

It is alſo oppoſite to a wrathful, boifterous 
ſpirit, which treats others with rudeneſs, inſo- 
lence, and  ontrageous paſſion ; is rigid, cen- 
ſotious, and auſtere, unforgiving, revengeful, 
and oppreſſive. This is that ſpirit and temper 
which is the reverſe of goodneſs and mercy, is 

an enemy to the common happineſs, odioùs in 


itſelf, and juſtih ly eſteemed the rec of our 
rational nature. 

But tho this the general notion of Soodse 
yet J apprehend, the Apoſtle, in the text under 
our con Fleration, has a particular reference to 
that branch of it, ng is LI, rly diſtinguiſhed 
by the name of mercy © fruits * 
proceed from it. 

Noy the proper Io 551 - mercy is Nac : 
for where there is no miſery, no diſtreſs, there 
Is no room for the exerciſe of this diſpoſition. a 

This eminent branch of the Chriſtian tem- 


per, confiſts in a ready diſpoſition to pity and 


relieve every diſtreſſed object. Ttincludesa com- 
paſſionate: ſenſe and feeling of the evils which 


10111 8 B 2 we 


—— — ͤ ͥ ͥ 2 —g — —  — — 
- 
. . 


vanatural barbarity muſt that be, to omit any 


cum 


41. 


we ER 1 


ot which we a are coming upon them, 
accompanied with a defire to help them ont of 
or to prevent them | 
This compaſſionate and merciful diſpaſition 
is affected, and acts differently, according to the 


ſeveral caſes of diſtreſs which come within its 


knowledge and reach. Theſe may be reduced 
to two Pre. Either thoſe miſeries or dangers 
which reſpect the ſoul; or thoſe which relate to 
the outward circumſtances, in which others are 
providentially placed. 

The felt of theſe claims our ae uy 
is the nobleſt charity i in the world. Whit an 


thing in our power to fave a ſoul from death 


But this cruelty is greatly aggravated, when we 
contribute any thing to, or are any ways know- 
ingly inſtrumental in its ruin. Are ſouls ſuch 


tratles, and their ever intereſts ſuch an in- 


different matter, that we do not. think it worth 


our while to be concerned what Wa of 


Em 


„„ "UA Da ORE LP remark ; viz 
the neceſfity and uſefulneſs of a goſpel lM reg 


and how much we ſhould be concerned to ſup- 
Port it, according to the ſeveral ſtations and cir- 
in we are F 
Ihe other claſs of miſeries, are thoſe which 
Th to the outward circumſtances, the wants 
preſſures under which others may labour. 


1 7 — the 4 hs 


. 
wo iel in his view. Ter ur db 
to all men ; 7 goodndd be exerciſed in fu 
acts of kindneſs as are ſuitable to their caſe; 
who are in neceffity, and labour under any * 
the difficulties of life : ſuch as g bread to the 
hungry, cloaths to the.naked, re to the needy, 
refuge 9 e ent to 
captive, ſuccour to tection 
the injured, and is wel 17 2 : 
Not to be affect with the ſufferings of others 
nor defirous to relieve them, is unm 
Fe unmerci- 
1 
The extent of this duty % e 8 uin 
out exception. The law of mercy and kindneſs 
excludes none the benefit of it ; but takes _ 
. diſtreſſed object under its protection and care, 
and requires that we diſtribute, and be ; 
to them, in proportion to their neceffit 
our own capacity. We are to with ll to ths 
whole human race, Our hearts muſt be en- 
larged, and our hands ſtretched out for all their 
relief, whoſe neceſſities call for it, and fo far 
as we can. No little accidental varieties —4 
differences among us ſhould interrupt it; 
even any ill- treatment we may n 
ceive from thoſe whom we relieve, muſt di- 


ſturb, or leſſen our charitable affitance and ſuc- = 


cour, 
But is it poſſible that all diſtreſſed, and neceſ- 


ſitous caſes ſhould be relieved and affifted by us? 
Muſt we aa of all "Ex; 


0 6 * 
ead their table with food to feed tho hun. 
e:\Muft we cloath all the naked? Muſt 
- 5 every priſon, and releaſe the priſoners, or 
the captiyes.? may the law. cannot thus oblige, 

It is very true, the law does not oblige us to 
an impoſſibility. This ſuppoſition would be in- 
conſiſtent with the wiſdom, goodneſs, and equi- 
ty of the lawgiver. It muſt therefore be un- 
derſtood in ſuch, a manner, as is ſuited to the 
ſtate and capacity of thoſe, who are to be di- 
rected and governed by it. 

Here then, we muſt diſtinguiſh between the' 
merciful diſpoſition itſelf ; and the expreſſions 
and exerciſes of it towards neceſſitous obj jects. 

As the law reſpects the temper and difpoion 
of the mind, it muſt reach to all mankind equal- 
ly... All who partake of our common nature, 
muſt be the ſubjects of our good wiſhes ; even 
| they who are wicked, and our declared ene 
mies, muſt not be excluded. This is our V 
fed. Lord own rule; Love your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate You, 
and pray for them who deſpitgfully fuly we. you 4 ber- 
cute jau: that you may be the children of” your 
Father which is in heaven : for be maketh bis fun 
to ſhine on the evil and the good, and fendeth rain 
an the jult aud an the unjuſt *. No ill-will to 
any muſt ever get the poſteſnon of our minds. 

But as the law reſpects the out ward expreſſi- 

ons and exereife of this tender affection and mer- 
ciful Aer it is N N OO. be 
70% Sl Marth v. * Ys 


0 . , /& + wo avi - 
ex- 


FP, 
Nn 


64). 
extended to all. All objects of diſtreſs cannot 
come within our Knowledge ; or if the pd 
ſuch is our own capacity, that it would 
poſſible to relieve them all. 
Here therefore, is the proper per exerciſe if wp 
prudence, and diſcretion 3 in the choice of thoſe 
objects, which we have the greateſt reaſon 
think, are moſt deſerving and neceſſitous, an 
where our charity and alms is likely to ſerye 
the moſt 8 rpoſes, This is a very n 8 5 
rule of e to be obſetvedl. 
No of all the objects which ſtand in — — 
pp) for out choice, the text direRs us, to 
. to thoſe who are of the houſbold of 
faith, or make the ſame common profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity with ourſelves : and even among 
thoſe, I humbly apprehend, they ſhould have 
our firſt regards, and principal affiſtance, whaſe 
behayiour 1 agreeable to 427 ſacred rules of their 
holy profeſſion, and whoſe lives are a credit, 
ad an honour to it. All theſe ſtand in a ſpe- 
gial relation to God, and all together make up 
that ſoctety or viſible church, of which our 509 
ſed Lord is the glorious, the exalted head. Tho 
ſome. may apprehend, and with good reaſon, 
that the e here principally refers to the pro- 
viſion which ought to ary made for the miniſters 
of the goſpel, of which he treats in the 6th 
verſe of this chapter, Let bim that it taught in 
the word, communicate to bim that en, inall 
good things ; and which is agreeable to what he 
fays to the Corinthians, Fus heve ſoum unto you 
| ſpiritual 


| (8 „ — 
| ſpiritual things, is it a great. thing if. we 
. Do ye not "Br; 25 
which miniſter about holy 7 nes, live of the 
things of the temple ? And t heh was at the 
akar, are farta s of the thing IX Coby Ad 
N T think, it may n end the body 
155 hriſtians, as oppoſed to e and 
BB. If a Jeu, a Heathen, and a Chrifti- 
an cotne in competition for our choice, the text 
will warrant us to ſhew favour to the latter, in 1 
preference to either of the former, when our 


dyn circumſtances will not permit us to relieve 
- them all; in regard to the honour of our Lord, 
and the encouragement of being his diſciples, 
; 5 2 has the better title to our charity. 
 Whojuever,. f. 5 our. Lord, ſhall give you a cup of 
Water te drin my name, or becauſe .ye belong 
1% Crit, derih, the Jay uno you be ſhall not boſe 
bes reward . It bein done 1 in his name, and 
ecauſe they belong to him, ſanctifies the kind - 


* and gives a value to it in the fight of God, 


II. The reaſonableneſs and auer of this 
* and practice. | 


6 * This way be ar An the Cds 
on of God himſelf. * 
It_is a conformity to his nature and manner 


| 515 acting. Be ye merciful as your Father is mer- 
ciful t; and which the Evangeliſt Matthew 
Er by being perfet? even as your Father 

Orr. ix. 11, 13. [Luke vi. ze. 1 905 


which 


2250 


aye 1 fig 


pan b s;this 
wy —_—_ = 

t bet wit 
5g and relieves 


8 
them, WE 
1 do, as che n HE. e 
WW. > F * 


our. 5, 
can We -CONCelye, 
excellent 2 Ez 3 
deny the ;affiſtance We are able, apd e to 
give en necaſſitous, we a our Wa 
ring a.reproach upon ourſelves. 
hehe it is alſo, an expreſſion df our grati- 
ine tp. Gop He he rations bleſſings we receive 
fram his | Ace we not clothed with hrs 
wa and by fect Is not qur daily bread the | 
free gift of his bounty ? And are there, think ye, 
vo returns of gratitude to be made? But What 
returns can we make to him, * in Imitation 


Matth. > 197 
. | of 


n 
this of merciti "commut 
theſe Fa £1 others who and in nie 
em? "The charitable contribution of the H- 
Brews is, Hy the Apoſtle Paul, ſtiled a wort a 
labour of Iave ſhrwed to God . He i 
deputed the moor to receive the n e 3 
ur thankfulneG' to him; be that bath — 7 
Th fr lendeth zo the Lord, and that abich be 
hat ven will he 000 him again . 
i ‚ ation and condudt im 


our faithfulneſs to dhe truſt the bleſſed God b 
committed to us. All the bleſſings, by which 
we are * e from others, are 7 55 
in our hands, by his good 799 for ſuch 
| uſes, truſts and p purpo Fai be plate ö 
Lord and proprietor, to Aten 
and appoint. Our right” to Aa is on ſubdr- | 


dinate, and for the exerciſe of it are ſubſected to 
an account, 2 be will certainly require us 
to make up: we muſt not therefore diſpoſe of 
theſe bleſſivgs as we leaſe, but according to his 
Orders whoſe ſtewards we are. And as ſome 
Have a larger proportion committed to them, 
than others, 1 25 an Nee degree of uſeful- 
nefs is expected from them. God has indeed 
' mercifully allowed us to make a ſuitable and 
comfortable ptoviſion both for our neceſſities 
- and conveniencies :. But then, we muſt not 
think, that this liberty allows us to center all 
iti ourſelves, © and engroſs all to our own uſe. 
The Apoſtle + Paul; in his ſolerin charge to Ti- 


* Heb. vi. 10. + Prov. xix. 17. 


20 : mothy ; 


611) 
mothy directs us quite otherwiſe. Charge. them, . 
2 *. that are rich in 5 fond that they be 
nat high-minded ; that they do not think too 
well of. themſelves, for being 14 and on that 
account neglect or deſpiſe others, in meaner r 
neceſſitous circumſtances ; that they do not 
in uneertain riches ;. 2s if they had nothing 
todo, but hoard up. their treaſure, | not as occa- 
fon. offers, to .relicys. thoſe who. are in want, 
but that it may be Haid they are very rich; 
elſe to ſquander it away in a profuſe extrava 
manner. upon their luſts, in ſenſual gratifications 


or {plendid. appearances: but, zhat hey & good ; 
| cage then y.them ne FA or other fot the bene- 


be rich.in 4 as works; 
e Flt "2; kindneſs, in proportion 


to eee, he the truſt committed to them: 


2 they be ready to diſtribute ; forward, upon all 
of real and uſeful charity, to 1 7 5 
ars: ; Willing to communicate to | ery gat 
deſign, as they = oppoatunity v. as this 
is the nature of the truſt, and theſe the orders to 
be, obſerved, ſo the great enquiry in the judg- 
ment-day will be, whether we have acted a- 
— 5 to theſe orders, and been faithful ; for 
in chat day, He ſhall have judgment without mer- 
92 , mercy . 

_ The dine and excellency of this 


F od conduct ma argued, from the ex- 
[ je of our - N I Lord. d and Saviour Jeſus 


| . 1 Tim. vi. 8 + James. is 
EE | 


x 

* - 

- 
1 


— — — — — —— 


wy cellent e 7 Hon 


(12 ) - 2D 
ae aro poles fur out pattern, ank 
rely. we can pr r ee to ourſelves thore 

ourable. nau coMmMananent, 
. he, Igive ihito- you, that' ye b one abr bv. 
N ve Ke you, that ye Af H one null . 
t elſe was his Rte, but one contittuetl ex- 
refiion Ks 3 and 7 7 Log be, 
E ac of ? 
0 7700 he d . 2 
ice that ye t 0 2 * 
rich te . Jeſus! Aw alte he 
com on and Ane He Who ut n 
farm of Gad took upon Hi 25e form of a 
vant Thus he humbled wal to 
and ble us. During his ſtaß u | 
unyeariedly did he 1 Opportunities to oblj 
= be begeht to al? How many plates dd 
vikt to obſerve thoſe, Who ſtood in tret of 
is help, either for their bodies ot their fouls? 
w many fick did he reſtore to health? How 
y blind to their ſight, lame to their limbs, 
many to their ſpeech deb, polite ind diſtractect to 
their right mind ? How, tehdefly affected to- 
wards: thoſe. in ſorrow and aMiited cirou miſtan- 
ges! Can-we ſee the dear Redeetner drop ping 
his tears over Jeruſaleni, on the Fo! *of 
us. ruin, and in the mit trium- 
t entry into that city, and not len com- 


on F I it poſſible to. maintain 4 5 


ed apa inſt the miſeries of 6thets 
this 2 > before us? With what 


John xi, 34. # 2 Cor. viii. * t Phil. ii. 6, 7. 


61) 
fection e did he 
over the grave Zntarus and le his 
a i Mak oe | bereaved” fmnily?' The 
more feriouffy and deliberately we confider this 
example, the more ſhall we rt ee 
deset excelingy ty of 
ing artimtated 7 —4 — 
te fpirit, wenge s s 
think pity and a . e $r® fiau 
is reaſonable efts Bo 
Ache rexfon and x: "OO 785 
an} pradtite, tnay be arguecf, Ran 
itablenefs to the frame and EO: 
1 872 
ence it 18 calſed Pomanity. K 
cbnduck is offering violence to ourſelves. The 
TONGA d Borel of peak] a be 
of g 
We f p is 081 ' to” our origihaP 
frarde, and therefo Eu reckoned monſtrous. 
K. — is in the Ee ol — f 
S its ine and is not | 
vicious Ebbs, d tranſports of 1 — malſes, 
| N and inordinate 81 Jobe, NW 
not ſu ppreſſed, and a co te fe 
of © Us a of others; Wich 17 85 
even itt thoſe have thie leaſt femmains of hu- 
A. 10 let us ke, it cannot/be quite wore: 
Abe, to whit end ſhould rhis diſpofition't® 
plariteck in our natüre, by the Almighty Father” 
7 r if it was not, on every proper >.x 
Callon 


| (/ 14 ) 
Forge to be exerciſed. A cruel and unmerci- 
| temper thwarts the very deſign of our Crea- 
tor, in making us men, and of Chriſtianity, in 
making us Chriſtians, and is what all condemn 
and abhor. Sf 
4. There is alſo an equitableneſs in the mer- 
ciful diſpoſition, ariſing from our own liableneſi 
to miſery and diſtreſs; and the treatment we 
ſhould expect from others under ſuch circum- 
ſtances. Suppoſe we were to put ourſelves in 
the room of erſon labouring under the wants 
and preſſures of life, abri gel in the allowance 
of al bread, almoſt TNT down with painful 
diſorders, groaning under a variety of loſſes, and 
very difficult occurrences, ſurrounded with the 
cries-of a naked and hungry family, and de- 
prived of thoſe friends who were wont ta be 
made uſe of by — idea as the inſtruments 
of ſuccour I relief: under ſuch a wretched 
and afflicted ſtate of things „what ſhould we ex- 
from the compaſſion * mercy of others? 
Vould. it not be, that they ſhould ſympathize 
| with us in our troubles and wants, and do all 
in, their power to relieve us? Would not this 
| tion be juſt and reaſonable ? Would it 
not. be fit our neighbour, who is able to help 
us, ſhould look into our cottage, commiſerate 
our diſtreſs, and ſend ſomething to feed the 
hungry, to cloath the naked, and if he could 
do no more, ſend at. leaſt the crumbs, the frag- 
ments that come from his table? If there is an 
equity, a proptiety in this, there is the ſame e- 
quity 


(15) 
quity and reaſon why we ſhould relieve thoſe © 
who are in want, when the providence of God 
has enabled us to do it, Our mountain is not ſo 
firong, that it cannot be moved. Are we certain, 
that "he wit rovidence of God may not ſee fit 
to reduce us from a ſtate of affluence and ful- 
neſs to want? Sure I am, that unmercifulneſs 
itſelf ' would abundantly juſtify this change of 
circumſtances, and thereby, in an awful man- 
ner, teach us both the amiableneſs, importance, 
and neceſſity of ſhewing mercy. 
F. The reaſonableneſs and excellency of this 
ſir andy practice further appears, from the con- 
deration of the objects of our compaſſion and 


m 
They are all partakers of the ſame nature 
with fads and conſequently have an un- 
doubted claim to all the b. "The of humanity, 
tenderneſs and friendſhip, The rich and poor 
4 together, the Lord is 1 maker of them 
IT be diſtinctions among men in their world- 
ly circumſtances depend upon the diſpoſals of 
providence ; it is the bleffing of God makes the 
difference; he gives power to get wealth f. Nor 
do theſe een give any real intrinſic worth; 
nor upon that account are perſons either better 
or worſe, in the eſtimation of the bleſſed On, | 
who regatdeth not the rich more than the poor F. 
Theſe diſtinctions lay the perſons, in whoſe fa- 
vour they are made, under ftronger obligations 

Prov. xxii, 2, + Eceleſ. v. 19. 1 Job xxxiv. 19. 

| to 


Mdlain, inſult and a8 is too common a 
e Ne 
Well as 51d Hutrp. 
. Fut that which thould have the greateſt 


weight wich, ws bs, 8 nat. our elau (kri- 
57 Do 8 
to the ohe Lor: — — of his Church? 


A they not all members of the dus body ö 
. 55 the 8 ” 


2 — and as the Jpuſtle Jan Fe 
Pexpreſſes it, cue 70 lay drum our. Ie l . 
tretbren-Þ, if there ſhould be any real neceſſit) 
for it, and the intereſt of Chriſtianity requines it. 
6. Lafty, The reaſanahleneſs and exceſlency 
of th Core who WOW 1 4 
rity af Exprevly 
dnt, * bath Nami abyodanty to Ar 
award Lead 1 
he are inpumerble 8 to.thisp piir- 
is .cepteſented as fu t 
wh, +. Be . mereiful euen as fx Father 4 
enden i mercifal ||. Be kind ane to another g. 


Red 1 I, , 
LEA e. _ 


"FY? | Be 
K - + . 


. 

Be of one mind, having lon one of andther, 

Love as brethren, be piti courteous . Be 
tender hearted f. Love you enemies, do: good 10. 
them aul hate and perſecute you ||. - 70 bie mer 
cy is reckoned among the werghtier matters of the 


1 $, and therefore muſt have a very impor- 
7 in yy holy religion. Whoſo hath this 


Oy his brother hath: need, 

a 2 from him, 

bow telerh th lee of God in m þ. He has 

no love to God, nor is he beloved by him. He 
that loveth not his brother whom be hath ſeen, how 
can be love. God, ꝛchom he hath” not ſeen *? 
What command can be more clear or expreſs? 
But the more effectually to engage us to act a- 
greeable to this apoſtolical direction, the ſame 
Lord who has commanded it, has alſo 
ſed abundantly to reward it. Our duty and our 
intereſt is herein connected; and the more re- 
gular and uniform our obedience i is, the more 
thall we conſult both -our preſent and future 
happineſs: For in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if «ve 
faint: not. What we thus diſtribute is not ile 
water ſpilt upon the ground, that cannot be gather- 
ed uþ again; but as good ſeed ſown, from 
which we may be ge to reap plentifully at 


the harveſt. 
I ſhall not not ſtay here to enlarge on the ſeveral + 


| promiſes made to the charitable perſon, which 
relate to the prefent life: ſuch as the beſt ſe- 
4.1 Peter iii, 8. tEph. iv. * Luke vi. 35. $ Mat. 

Xxiii, 23. 4 1 John iii. 179, ** 1 John iv. 20. | 
a D | curity 


| 3 road, he hath giuen 
to the poor, bis righ  etdureth for mos 
e alt be tet with bowour : 
ty in our affairs; the liberal foul ſhall be mads far, 
aud he that watereth, ſhall be watered alfo him- 
: the providence of God ſeldom fails in 
this world amply to repay what is thus laid out, 
r and al- 
ſo an entail of bleſſings on his e ge 
neration of the ig ſhall be Nef. 

Tho we are warranted to have a regard to 
theſe things, yet the text directs our 
thoughts to much more oonſiderable actions. 
This world will laſt but a very little time, but 
wee have ſouls that will live for ever: and it will 
admit of no diſpute, whether their | 
intereſts are not the moſt important” and mo- 
mentous to us. 

Not that I would have you imagine e 
any meritorious connection between works of 
charity, and the rewatds of eternal life ; or 
that theſe alone, and unaccompanied with the 
other fruits of the ſpirit,” will be ſufficient, or 
make any amends for the want of em: becauſe 
eternal happineſs is not promiſed as the reward 
of any one ſingle action, no not of the beſt, but 
of all good actions united, thro' the merey and 
grace of the goſpel. 70 

.* Ifa. xxxii. 8, ff Pal. cxii, 9. + Prov. xi. 25. 
t Flal. "cal, 3 4. ; 
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15 bas ha diftribution he the neceſſities of others 
is, in the language of ſcripture, making: to aur- 
ſebves. friends of the manmmon of eee 
(not of riches unjuſtly gotten, for we can make 
to ourſelves no friends of theſe, but : of falls 
and deceitful riches) that qohen ye fazl, ye may 
be received into everlaſiig babitatrons . If we 
have been faithful in this mammon, be mill com 
mit to us the true riches, or thoſe riches which 
we may properly call our own, and will never 
difappoint us, which neither the moth nor the ruſt 
can c , nor thieves ſteal away from us : but 
if we have not been faithful in that which is an- 
ther man 's, or in diſpenſing thoſe things which 
are intruſted to us, as ſtewards, in acts Bs 
teouſneſt, piety, mercy and charity, who 
give us that which is our own ? or thoſe great 
and more laſting treaſures which we ſhall cer- 
tainly poſſeſs and enjoy for euer, as our _ 
— any fear of laſing, or being depri 

of. By beſtowing a decent proportion of fading 
tranſitory riches, we lay up certain riches for our- 
ſelves in a better world. With this conſidera- 


tion, the Apoſle Paul cloſes his charge to Timo» 


2 laying up in ſtore for hag" 4 gand foutts 

dation ||, or a good treafu the time to 
come, by ſecuring a tide © to al happineſs.” 
Our Saviour, the true and faithful witneſs, tells 
us, that tho they to whom we do good, and 
ſhew kindneſs, cannot recompenſe us, yet aue ſball 
be recompenſed at the refurreBlion of the juſt +. By 


* Luke xvi. 9. f Ver. 11, 12, 1 Tim. vi. 18. 


+ Luke xiv. 14. 
Da + giving 
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wax not old, a treaſure in t 
* thief approacheth, nor moth corrupteth *. 
| The Apoſtle cet that we give all diligence 
to add to faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge ; 
end to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, 

patience ;, and to patience, godlmeſs ; and to godli- 
nes, brotherly kingneſs ; and then he adds at the 
roth verſe, that doing theſe things, we may ne- 
ver fall; but an entrance may be 1niniftred- tous a- 
bundantly, into-the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
Jeſus Grit r. From all this it appears, that 
the beſt proviſion which they, who are in cir- 
cumſtances of giving, can make for themſelves 
againſt the time of their death, in order to their 
reception into the other world, is the charitable 
actions they do, while on earth. 

Thus I have endeavoured to ſu pport the obli- 
gations we are under, to ſhew compaſſion to 
thoſe who are in want, and ee] + are of 
ou Ponte” 500 | | 


III. The t time and manner of Pl: it. 0 
we have therefore opportunity, tet ws Lad ged. unto 
wy men, and iet us not be * 

It muſt be as we have opportunity. This 
nay Err 
He. P the ſeaſon, or time of doing i it. It is 
vet to be adjourned to an uncertain hereafter. 
\Every-defign of uſefulneſs and doing good ſhould 
de carried into execution as ſoon as wenn de, 
Luke xii. 33. # 2 Pet. i, 5. —— 

le 
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leſt 30. thing ſhould, ariſe which may „ divert: 
us from it, and All our good — prove: . 
abortive... Whoever will deliberately reflect up- 
on their inconſtancy, and in how many inſtances 
an alteration, from their firſt deſigns; : happens, 
will ſoon be convinced of the — of this 
rule. of conduct. If therefore; OUT: preſent; re- re- 
ſolutions are good, as is the | caſe under our 
preſent conſideration, why ſhould we * * 
Why ſhould we. promiſe ourſelves a bettet 
portunity, when we can't but know, that 
moſt neceſlaty, \. and important reſolutions are 
often prevented, by a variety of the moſt i incon- 
ſiderable and trivial accidents? . The heart is dts. 
ceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked : 
who. can know it And herein its deceitful. 
neſs eminently, conſiſts, that tho'-it.does not de- 
ceiye us, in repreſenting what are our | 
purpoſes, and deſigns, theſe we may, and do 
ly know yet we are often | deceived in 
the account it gives. us, what will be our fu- 
ture behaviour, or the frame, and - diſpoſition 
we ſhall be in ſome time hence. In truth, this 
5 al the deceitfulneſs our hearts are ca ble of; 
with reſpect to ourſelves ;. and herein. very, 
often impoſe upon us. If we make a wrong 
choice at firſt, it is. fit and neceſſary, as ſoon as 
we find our miſtake, that ye alex Ou purpoſes. 
but tho' this ſhould be done, yet it too frequent- 
ly, bappens, that where our are good and 
uſefi , we quite drop them, and take ory 
| ® Jer. XVI. 9. Or el 


| W e. 
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lers itſelf he"embiaced, leſt we grow -remih, 


flouriſhes : for "the 1oind paſſes 


Cage) 
nieaſures, ' Whini' therefore we have formed d- 
ny uſeful defigns; he he ee e 


become indifferent, and it may be at left ind a- 
verſe" to it. 
But ſuppoſe chere ſhould be no e 1 
ows preſent! purpoſes, are we certain of the cen- 
tinuance'' of our lives? What more uncertain 
chan f? The feripture compares it to 4 Vapour. 
they appeareth for d lifth time, and then vaniſh 
l away ; de a'tale that is ld, and then re- 
membered no mere + ; to wind. that paſſeth 2 
aul chm not again : U © 
r aß; as a of FF 
1 Fi. (pag it, and it is 


andi thereof ſhall know 1.0 more 

45 le. Sree gift de, b the DX | 
ance of it is by: his mere good "pleaſure; and 

therefore, whenſbever he pleaſes it may, with- 
out any injuſtice, be taken away, This he m 
do, Without any conſideration” of ſin at 
much'rnorc when we have preſumptnonſly fi. 
nedagain{t him, and broke Geng all the ob- 
ligations of his a, and endearmients of his mer- 
oy. We are then only fure of the preſent time, 
auc conſequently, whatever good we do mont 

be done as ſion as poltibly we can. | Now rs the | 


accepttd time,” tire is the day of fatvation, Wd... 
may ay he-confidered/as a reproof' to thoſe, 720 


n gb til cheir death. Such Rye uſcleſly 


e dene u. 1. 1 Put 20 9. U Pu hx 39 
+ Pl. cli 18, 16, FEY 4 . 1 ol 
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untharitably to the world, atd-then when they 
come to die, think to atone ſor their 
by ſhewing anne extraordinary bounty to the 

This fort of ; proceeding is very much 
he the cafe of the rm who  adjourns his 
2 vainly imagining this 
to be. the moſt pro pet ſeaſon, to diſpatch the 
moſt important work of all, even then, when 
he is ſcarce fit for any thing, and can ſcarce bear 
the pains of his ſickneſs, and the agonies of di-. 
ſolving nature with any tolerable decency. This 
reaſon our Lord gives ſor his on conduct; I 
mlt work the doors of bim that ſent me, while ir 
it day : the night cometh, when 10 man con work , 
ehe he cahtlougd on catch, he took all 

of benefiting ndankind ; Ears 

time would very ſoon come, when be ſhould 
be taken away from them. 


Further, let it be conſidered, if ws neglet 
the preſent opportunity, it may pleaſe God to 
deny us the honour of perfor our reſoluti- 
ons. It would be righteous in to make 
ſuch a change in our circumſtances, as may in- 
eapacitate us for giving. If therefore we would 
lay up in ſtote for ourſelves, we ſhould: do it 
while we are able. The uncertain ſtate of our 
affairs, inſtead of being made uſe; of as an 
ment to delay our ſhewing mercy, as is too 
quently the caſe, ſhould haſten us in doing all 
the good in our power. And indeed this4s the 
only ſure method of putting ourſelves, - and all 

John ix. 4. 


Our 
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eur intereiſts into the ſafeſt hand, and of making 


the moſt certain proviſion for futurity, and of 
nting the fears of poverty from coming to 
= | Truſt in the Lord, ſays "the Plalmiſt, and 
| | 4 fo fle es cl in the land, and werih 
thou ſhalt be fed. It is a very ſorry excuſe, 
that we cannot be upon to contribute 
to the relief of others Wen e leaſt we ſhould 
come to want ourſelves. This excuſe, if 30 
mitted, will always prevent our doing 
anythe moſt-flouriſhing circumſtances ; a0 
there will always be the ſame uncertainty in our 
condition, and inſtability in all human affairs: 
and ſince this reaſon will always remain, it is not 
to be ſuppoſed, with any probability, that the 
ame diſpoſition ſhould not continue; and con- 
ſequently, the doing roo; will _— b 
vented. 15 
At werbuve ohportunity, mayalfo fonify, that 
we ſhould embrace every ſeaſon that offers-it- 
ſelf, to exerciſe merey, and ſhew. kindneſs, 
2 Where the principle of com flion, and the law 
of kindneſs governs in the , it will appear 
in eh. chearful readineſs. This is what the 
le mentions to the honour of the churches 
»Macedonia, that tho' they were in very low 
circumſtances themſelves, yet they gave as libe- 
rally, as if they had been rich: 7 rn 
wnto the-riches their lilerality; and the reaſon 
of it was, becauſe. they were willing of themſelves, 


and had firſt given themſetves to the Lord . There 
-* Pal. xxxvii. 3. 4 2 Cor. viii. 2, 3, 4, 5. 
needed 


SON. ; 
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| negded no more arguments, after this, cas 
their chearful contribution, now a proper oppor- 
tunity offered itſelf. And, in the ninth chapter, 
he alſo mentions it to the honour of the Coren- 
thians, that he knew the forwardneſs of their 
minds, for which he boaſted of em, to thoſe of 
Macedonia. While ur have the poor always with 
us, we TT ne objects of diſtreſs. Op- 
portunities kindneſs will uen 
return, and ſhould be improved, — np to 
our ability: and were we more impreſſed. with 
a ſenſe of our obligation, and how much here- 
in we reſemble the Father of mercies, our contri- 
butions would be chearful and liberal, our ſup- 
plies for the poor and needy, flow. as water 
from a fountain, and never be conſidered as an 
afſeſiment” or tax upon our eſtats. 
Tho every ꝙpurſunity of doing good ſhould be 
em yet are ſome parti- 
cular ſeaſons, when the neceſſities of others are 
moſt prefling, and the objects which Prolenk 
themſelves peculiarly deſerving. | _ 
The caſe may be ſo circumſtanced, as in a 
particular matmer requires our immediate affiſt- 
ance, and more than common relief. Of this 
nature are times of ſickneſs, the decay of trade, 
and ſcarcity of work, dearneſs ® 8 the 
placing out u ns to trades, as 
r their firſt entrance 
the buſineſs of liſe, when an exhibition 
of this this kind may be of ſingular ſervice, and the 
greateſt uſe to * diligence, and to lay 


a foun- 
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à foundation' for future'improvements, and uſe= 
fulneſs. The poor widows, and fatherle/s claim 
a conſiderable ſhare of our charity. Their 
caſe is often ſo circumſtanced, and the difficul- 
ties they labour under fo many and great, that 
to neglect them is the greateſt unmercifulneſs 
and cruelty, To them the moſt tender pity 
is due. 1 2 . ert its 3 
2. To do good as we have opportunity 
ſo refer to our own ability, - and the proportion 
we are to obſerve in our charity. 

There is an equity in it, that our liberality 
ſhould be in proportion to what we can ſpare, 
from the other expences of life which are neceſ- 
ſary and proper for that ſtation, in which the 
providence of God has wiſely placed us. An 

exact eſtimate, perhaps, is not to? be made. 
Ibe circumſtances of men are very different: 
this therefore muſt be left to every one's own 
conſcience, as the proper teſt of the merciful 
diſpoſition and inclination of the heart. This 
ſeems to be left at large, that it may the more 
evidently appear to be a free- will offering, pro- 
coeeding from a prevailing and ruling affection, 
both to God and men. However fond ſome. 
may be of making an exact calculation on this 
article, and of the greateſt caution leſt they 
ſhould exceed in it, I do not think there is any 
great danger of running into exceſs here. It 
would fare much better with the world, if the 
fame ſcrupulous exactneſs diſcovered itſelf, in the 
various articles of really unneceſſary expences ; 


8 4 +< 


e 
in theſe there is a much greater danger of exceſs. 
There is a decency of character to be main- 
tained, not only with reſpect to the preſent 
time, but alſo for futurity ; but tho' this is to 
be admitted, and allowed for in the proportion 
of our charity; yet, in ſtating this account, we 
ſhould be careful not to call that by the name 
of decency, which is a mere ſuperfluity, and 
an unneceſſary expence. Many things may be 
very decently ſpared in the articles of building, 
furniture, apparel, equipage, and luxurious en- 
tertainments: as alſo, in the article of frequent- 
ing the expenſive ſcenes of vanity and folly, big 
with innumerable evils, which have ended in 
the ruin of multitudes, eſpecially of the riſing 
generation. In this part we can't be too ſcru- 
pulous and. exact, nor ſet a too careful guard 
over it: and the conſequence of it would be, 
that we ſhould be able, in a larger proportion, 
to relieve the neceſſitous, without the leaſt de- 
triment, ſo much feared, to ourſelves. Theſe 
ſavings from needleſs expences, would be a 
fund: of charity to have recourſe to, whenever 
a-proper opportunity offers itſelf, | 

Our alms muſt be alſo out of our own pro- 
perty. We are not to cheat and defraud others 
under a pretence of giving to charitable uſes, 
What we have wrongfully got is none of ours, 
but his whom we have wronged ; and to him, 
if living, if dead, to his repreſentatives we are 
obliged: in conſcience to reſtore it. To give, 
what belongs to another man, is not charity, but 
„0 4 | a rob- 
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robbery and theft, We are equally obliged to 
be juſt as well as merciful : and therefore, 
they+who have it not of their own, muſt not 
give away that to the poor, which of right be- 
longs to their creditors, In adjuſting therefore 
the proportion of what We ſhould give, this 
rule muſt be obſerved in making our eſtimate. 
Let it alſo be obſerved, with reſpect to thoſe 


who have it not in their power to give any aſ- 
ſiſtance by their money, that there are other 


ways which the law of mercy directs them to 


take. There is no condition ſo mean, but an 

opportunity offers to promote, and forward: a 
charitable and uſeful deſign, ſome way or other, 
even in their ſphere; and wherein they may be- 
come inſtruments of doing good. Such may, 
by their ſeaſonable diſcourſes, pious examples, 
and prudent endeavours, contribute to make 
men better, ' inſtructing the ignorant, eſtabliſh- 
ing the weak, reproving the irregular, reclaim- 
ing from the paths of wickedneſs and fin, pro- 
moting peace, and thereby contributing to "make 
the lives of others more comfortable. Theſe 
may alſo make uſe of that little acquaintance, 
friendſfip, or intereſt they have in others, who 
are better able, to ſtir them up to contribute to 
the uſeful deſign. This may be of good. ſer. - 
vice; and the perſon, who exerciſes himſelf — 4 

becomes a benefactor, proportionabl 

hr ew and intereſts, not A. to thoſe who 
cauſe he is an advocate for; but alſo to the per- 
ſons themſelves * intercedes with, and- puts 


upon 
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vpon g Above all,” fuch may and ſhould 
i ae fe the intereſt they have in God, 
by their prayers, that he wou de graciouſly - 
pw the courſe of his providence, to fa- 
y the 'defign, and; raiſe it up friends to con- 
cibints to its ſupport and encouragement.” Thus 
ed, rtion to the talents and 
ilicies they are entruſted with, fo do good unte 
amr, do all hy eig to-ſerve thoſe wits want 
their affiſtance. 
3. And laſtly, the” Apoſtle adds, we muſt. not 
„be but, as the occaſion re- 
turns, de regular, uniform, and unwearied in 
it, As long as objects of neceſſity preſent them- 
ſelves to be relieved and provided for, and our 
abilities to give are continued, we are not to be 
diſcharged from this branch of our duty. The 
. law of mercy and kindneſs is obligatory upon ns, 
while there: are objects of * mercy to ſhow it to. 
And did we add prudence and frugality to our 
diligence atid induſtry in our reſpeckive callings; 
did we manage our affairs with diſcretion, and 
lay by in-ſtore a part of what God has proſper- 
ed us wich, we ſhould always have a pbor't 
ſtock, or treaſury, for theſe purpoſes ; and at 
the fame time give with more liberality and 
chearfulneſs. good, and communicate; forget 
not, for with fuch ſacrifices, Gad is well pleaſed 2 
The reward of well-deing is promiſed, upon 
ſuppaſal of our perſeverance to the end. For in 
dus ſeaſon, wwe ſhall reap, if we faint mt. If we 
* Heb. xiii, 16, 
| have 
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have any hopes of this glorious harveſt we muſt 
not faint, before the time of rea - 


ping comes, 
The ſeed-time is but ſhort, es we ng | 
the fruits of it for ever. 
A covetous ſpirit ſhows itself, not oy in an 
eager and unſatiable deſire, and an anxious tor- 
menting care to obtain as much of this world as 
may be, and in proſecution of this ſcheme, in 
going into any methods of conduct, and doing 
unjuſt action: but alſo in keeping an eſtate 
: en obtained. Such are truly of this ſpirit, 
Who cannot find in their hearts to ſpare any 
ching, to relieve thoſe who are in want: or 
who, if at any time, through the importunity 
| | of friends, -are prevailed: upon to contribute any 
[| thing, on a particular occaſion, withdraw their 
aſſiſtance, and refuſe further help, from an ea- 
ger deſire, only to enlarge their eſtate. There 
are too many of this temper, who are not on- 
ly ſordid towards themſelves, but uſeleſs to all 
about them: eager after the world, with no de- 
fign of enjoying, or being the better for it them- 
ſelves, or diſtributing any part of it to relieve the 
wants of others : as if n ofifteth in 
' the: abundance of the things which be poſſeſſeth *. 
A heart thus deeply engaged in the world will 
ſtand it out againſt all the commands, and invi- 
tations of the goſpel; and ſeems to be more a- 
fraid of pov BY and bs, than of the wrath of 
God himſelf, ſition effectually ob- 
ſtructs all thoſe Eo ge ough * the con 


* Luke xii, 15. 
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fideration of mercy ſhould: enter into the mind. 
The man who denies his aſſiſtance to the, miſe- 
rable caſes which preſent themſelves, ſays to bis 
gold, Kang, ; and. to the fine igold thou 
art my confidence : he rejoices; not in dung good, 
but decauſe: bis wealth 5s great, and becauſe his 
band hath gotten much v, and which: he reſolves 
to hoard up with no other intention, but mere 
ly to increaſe his ſtore, and to ay up. goods for 
many yeurt : not conſidering, that am man 
be the world, and the things f it to this de- 
gree, the hve of the Furber is not in him f. Un- 
leſs we guard againſt this ' inſatiable defire after 
the things of this world, it will effectually pre- 
vent our engaging in any uſeful charitable de- 
fign ; or, if at firft engaged, our continuance 
in it. . 
There ate tywo qualifications of our Chriſtian 
obedience ly .recommended in the word 
— — The one is feadineſs, and the other 
ng in it. We muſt be ſteady in it, in 
1 to that which is merely occaſional, 
t muſt be our cuſtomary practice, our 1 
courſe, what we are determined i in, and inva- 
riably purſue. Herein we muſt exerciſe our ſelvet. 
It ſignifies nothing that we begin well, unleſs 
alſo we finith well. Now, doing good to men, 
being an eſſential part of our Chriſtian obedi- 
encęe, n care and SIDE = 
ment. And further, inſtead of looking af 


_ pretences to go back, om any good beginning 
T8 Job xxi. 25» 26. 15 John ii. 15. * 


or 
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kberal things. Pur | on 


therefore, = EE bowels\ of mercies 
end inine/5 *, and; wear cheſe about with yon 
at all mes, that you may. be rvuch to every 
good work; and nat ſuffer your 
the 0s dle arge thas foon 
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Der „5, 6, 7. Charity fuer 
82 5 4 a not 1tfelf; r - 
fed up; dbu not behave Hel unſeerly, 2 
Cat lh 12 t 1 Cor, zi. 3. pay 


ces, che ſhall fail; wett 
| they ſpall ceaſe ; whether there 
* Gal. Vs 14. T N 
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4 man, act- 
f ciple, as a 


2. 1 1 Cor. 
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| underſtand all myſteries and 4 knowledge. © To une, 


to paſs, that in common language, it has been 
confined to the particular ſenſe of charity to 
the poor: tho this is only one ſingle inſtance, 


Hculties and preſſures of life, as bound with them: 
and them that fuer adverſity, as being our ſelves al- 
[6 in the body ||. * The melancholly objects of 


deeply affect our hearts, move the of 
1 1 Cor. xil. 8. i Rom.” xi. 15. '1 Heb. xiii, 


5%) 


prehend, the Aveſtle muſt mean ſome extraor- 
dinary gift, and which he refers to in the 24 
'"werſe ; thingh 1 have the. giſt of prophety, and 


ſays the ſame 1 is given the word Bp. 
edge by the ſpirit : and 1 1 the greut- 
eft of theſe 15 charity, ver This temper 
ſuits the ſtate of future b ledneſs, and is an e- 
minent and neceſfary qualification of every ſub- 
of it ; without which he would not be fit 
either for the buſineſs or bleſſedneſs, the em- 
ployments or enjoyments of it. And ſhall not 
the proſpect of this bleſſed world, where we 
hope to ſpend our eternity, — us to culti- 
vate that frame, that godlike diſpoſition, which 
ſo eminently qualifies for, and without which 
we ſhall certainly be excluded from it. 
Of this diſpoſition, liberality towards our 
brethren is a neceſſary, and indeed one of the 
moſt amiable branches, From hence it comes 


and fruit of it, Where this divine principle go- 
verns, abe ſhall weep with them that weep, and 

"rejoice with them that rejoice gc wwe ſhall remem- 
ber thoſe that are in bonds, under any of the dif- 


miſery which we ' ſee ſurrounding us, would 


ohr 


(35) 
our compaſſion, and oommand our aſſiſtance: 
It would:not ſuffer us to put off our ſtarving fel- 
loty- creatures with an empty compliment, a 


few good: wiſhes, or compatilionate expreflions, 


when-it: is in Our power to. miniſter to their ne- 
ceſſities. No! tis a communicative and diffu- 
ſive it will en our hearts to the 
er oy. our: rey. benefactions, and 
make us rich in good works.” The lovely cha- 
racter which Job gives of himſelf in the vindica- 
tion of his own integrity, would be ours: I d- 
livered the poor that cried, the fatberliſi, and him 
that bod none to-bel him. The bleſſing. of him 
that was re periſh came pen e and I caged 
the widow's — to fing for joy *. This diſpo- 
ſition would cruſh every little ſelfiſh deſign, al! 
narrowneſs and penuriouſneſs of ſpirit; direct 
us to every. duty we owe our neighbour ; will 
inſtruct us how) we are to treat him on every 
occaſion; ar not only reſtrain us from that 
conduct which may be prejudicial to, but put 
us upon doing all the good we can for him. 

Oh] ſtudy the excellency of this ſpirit, and be 
daily cultivating it. Would to God it was more 
prevailing! what an honour would it bring to 
our holy profeſſion? With how- much glory 
would it fill the Chriſtian church? What ble{- 
ſings ſhould we be to all about us? With how 
much peace and ſatis faction would it fill our 
minds? What benefactors to.mankind ? % 

It now remains, that you apply theſe things 
0 the particular ſervice of this day. In this 
.* Job xxix. 5. 13, 14, Cc. 


2 part 
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pat of the abjot I am: perſuaded you ere be- 
—— — — 


very excellent one it is, 

> init, eaſy to he intreated *, in 

—— that temper, hich .caunat be pre · 
id pan to attend to the arguments, ens 


ſbould appear, in a regular Pet; | 
this has nothing to do in the — the 

ſorvioe to wich you are nom intreated, "4 
22 yu ta at, nat to dient you 


with Al forwardnk, and a willing mind, gives - 
aſſiſtande, . anfl with lnaſure, and — . 
to providence» for the opportunity, takes his 
mare in te common ſaruice: it deſpiſes all the 
little excuſes af nao minds, and 'abounds: inn 
liberality,. pruportionabhliy to the . 
exigence of the caſr. ark | 
I doubt not, with a ſacred . | 
flect on the chearful, and liberal ms yau 
| * James ii. „„ 44k ot 
: have 
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ys Ree 
conviction akin cM oo 
— — — pes) — bot f 0 
uneaſinaſs, Sronld any oben * 
the progreſa d m. 
For my on part; 


. — and take this: opportuhi 
to return public thanlis to thoſe worthy per- 


with the wiſe; faithful and 
ment af it. May the b 


and en it! 
— and charitable ſpitie v 
has ſo — „on varlous 
I cannot 
glories of this ſony 


«> to the honour of the Prozefiant Dy, 
that, in 


rakly? and I cannot alſo bat think, that che 
prefers and 
of diſtreſs, who have relieved, wy er 
c—_ contributed to derive a bleſfing 
none will cenſure this defign-4s 
15 to one of thꝭ like nathre, 
our Br tht Church of 
the contrary, we ttjoice in every uſeful defipt 
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part, 1 heartily des God that : 
ſo compa Monate a ſchetne has beer deviſed, -— 
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ttion to their number and abiliies, 
they: have 4 arito the Hichrs of theit b. 


of the. many objects 


el 


England. N — 


a breast with the, in the. 


(38) = 
Mir, who have nothing of their own to 
ſupport em, ſhould. ſtrike. upon every tender) 
paſſion: none but the cruel and unmerciful 
would ay, ah! ſo would we have it: and give 
me leave to hope, that the. : being the W1pows 
and ORPHANS of Diſenting Miniſters will not 
leflen your concern for them.” 

Permit me to ſay, this is an offering * 
proper to accompany the national prayers wel 
pop lately been putting up to Almighty God 
for his gracious appearance for us, in the War 
we are ſo neceſſarily engaged in, to maintain out- 
undoubted rights moſt injuriouſly invaded, and 
to protect our national properties from being 
plundered, with many circumſtances of barbari- 
ty and ernelty, and in violation of the molt ſos 
mn treaties. I not fbis the faſt, ſays God by 
the Prophet, that J have choſen? to looſe the 
bans of wickedneſs, lo undo the heavy burdenig 
and to let the obprefied g 'o free, and that ye ' break 
every yoke. ? Ts it not Adu ey bread to. "thei uae 
. anththat thou bring the poor that are ca bub 
ro thy houſe ? when thou -ſeeſt-the naked, ' that- thou! 
cover. hin, and thou: hide not e from thine 
own fb . 2 

Jo conclude; If there be i any | conſolatiins in 
Gab. , any. cee g ove, If any elbe, 
of- the. ſpirit; rf. any bowels and mercies , d 9% 
Heu the greateſt diligaice, in the practice of cha- 
kit), Zo; the full aſſurance of. hope unto the end 4 
far in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if ur ſuint not. 4 

* Ic IVili. bo? 7 hy Phil, i. 1. * FH, "yi. 12. 1 
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